
 

 

Into the Word: 

a) If someone asked, “What is one takeaway that you got from Jeremy’s message?” How would 

you answer? 

Read Matthew 9: 9-13 

 

b) The story of the calling of Matthew is found in 3 of the Gospels. Mark and Luke refer to him as 

Levi. Matthew calls himself by his Greek name. It was common in those days for a man to have a 

Jewish name and a Greek name.  Levi is his Jewish name, Matthew is Greek.  

 

c) Matthew was on his job as a tax collector. It is not certain whether he was the actual tax 

collector or if he was working for the tax collector but what is certain is that his choice of 

profession was hated by the people around him. He worked for the occupying government. It 

was OK for tax collectors to charge more than the legal tax. That is how they made their money. 

If Matthew was working for a tax collector, he would have had to charge more to make up for 

the cut the tax collector got. The more he charged, the more he made. He also had to talk and 

come in contact with the Gentiles and other foreigners that came into town. This would have 

made him religiously and ceremonially “unclean”. Matthew’s choice of a profession made him 

hated and unclean in the eyes of his family and his fellow Jews. 

 

d) Could it be revealing that Matthew uses his Greek name in the story of his calling? Do you think 

there is a reason he did not call himself Levi? 

 

e) In what ways could some of Matthew’s life choices be seen as “messing up”? Why do you think 

he made some of those choices? 

 

f) We read in the story that one day while Matthew is doing his job, he sees Jesus walk by. Jesus 

had just arrived in town and had just healed a paralytic that had been brought to Him. From the 

account, it appears that these two events might have been one right after the other. It could 

have been that Matthew was at his tax collecting booth and was a first hand witness to the 

miracle that Jesus performed. What would have been your reaction if you were Matthew and 

you were living his life and you witnessed a man named Jesus who healed a paralytic? 

(Remember that the prevailing thought was that the man was a paralytic because he had 

“messed up”.) Can you imagine the look on Matthew’s face as he sees Jesus walk by?  

 

g) What do you think Jesus saw in Matthew to make Him make it a point to stop, look at Matthew, 

and say “Follow Me.”? 
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h) What do you think made Matthew get up and follow? 

 

i) The next thing we read is that Jesus and Matthew are together in Matthew’s house having a 

dinner party with Matthew’s friends. Matthew makes it a point to let us know that these fellow 

diners were also tax collectors and sinners. What we do not know is the conversation that 

occurred between Jesus and Matthew before dinner. Knowing what you know about the Love of 

Jesus and what Jeremy shared with us during the sermon, what do you think the topics of 

discussion were between Matthew and Jesus? 

 

j) How do you think Matthew’s guest knew to come to dinner?  

 

k) The Pharisees were quick to point out that Jesus was hanging out with people that had messed 

up. Jesus’ response is very telling. Reread Matthew 9: 12-13. 

 

l) There is a credit service commercial where a man is sitting in a dentist chair and the dentist says, 

“You have one of the worst cavities I have ever seen.” Then he thanks the patient and starts 

putting the tools away. The man says, “Aren’t you going to fix it?” and the dentist replies, “Oh, 

I’m not a dentist, I’m just a dental monitor. I only tell you when you have a problem.” How were 

the Pharisee’s acting as “life choice” monitors? 

 

m) Jesus was quick to point out that He was not a “life choice” monitor but a doctor. What is the 

difference? 

 

n) Jesus then quotes from Micah and says “I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” Have you ever felt or do 

you know people that may feel that “messing up” means sacrificing any chance for a 

relationship with God? What does this quote by Jesus tell you or them? 

 

Apply the Word 

a) The world is full of people that feel like they have messed up in their life choices. What do they 

need to know about how God sees them? 

 

b) If we are honest, we have to admit that many in the church have acted like “life choice” 

monitors and that we have been quick to point out the things that people have done wrong. 

How can we act to point them toward the Great Physician instead? 

 

c) How does the story of the calling of Matthew reinforce the central truth of Jeremy’s message 

that Jesus wants to meet us right where we are, especially in the center of our mess? 

 

Prayer Time- 

Father, I admit that I have messed up, thank you for being a God who desires mercy and not sacrifice. 

Thank you for being a good, good Father who meets me at my need and heals me rather than 

condemning me. Help me to also remember that You have this same compassion for all your children. 


